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MINISTER FOR MENTAL HEALTH 
Mental Health — Alleged Psychiatric Hospital Attack — Personal Explanation 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [3.13 pm] — by leave: In 
regards to the incident of alleged sexual assault reported in The West Australian on 21 June 2014, I have been 
responding to questions asked of me based on information provided by the Chief Psychiatrist. I would like to 
inform members that I was again advised by the Chief Psychiatrist today that the facts of the case as described 
both in the State Administrative Tribunal report and media do not clearly translate the medical/clinical 
complexity, and, because of this, do not give a completely accurate account of the matter. I am advised that staff 
acted promptly at all times to ensure the rights of both individuals were upheld. Given the significant complexity 
of the issue, the matter was appropriately and urgently referred to the State Administrative Tribunal, which also 
acted promptly to appoint a guardian for the female patient to consider appropriate medical investigations. 
Information provided to me yesterday from the Department of Health advised that the matter had not been 
referred to police by the Department of Health. Today I was informed that the Office of the Public Advocate 
reported the allegations of the alleged sexual assault to the police sexual assault squad on 26 April 2014, shortly 
after the appointment of the public advocate as a limited guardian. I am also informed the female patient’s next 
of kin were and are keen for this matter to remain confidential, therefore I wish to respect the wishes of the 
family. I am genuinely dismayed at the damaging and inaccurate description of the individuals involved as 
portrayed by the media, and am concerned about the impact this is having on the individuals and their families. 

Point of Order 

Hon SUE ELLERY: If I may, I just seek clarification. I may have misheard the minister when she sought leave; 
I thought she was seeking leave to make a personal explanation. The document we have is headed “Ministerial 
Statement”, so I am just wondering what it is we are doing. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: As I requested, it is a personal statement. What is the issue? 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I just want to understand what we are doing, because there is a time in the agenda for 
ministerial statements, and a personal explanation can be made at any time. The document we have just been 
handed reads “Ministerial Statement”. I have no reason to take issue with anything the minister said, I just want 
to know exactly what it is. 

Hon Helen Morton: It’s a personal statement. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson): According to standing order 40, “Personal 
Explanation” — 

(1) When there is no business before the Council, a Member may, by leave, explain a matter of a 
personal nature. 

(2) A personal explanation shall not be debated. 

I am satisfied that that is a personal statement. 
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